Assignment: Primary Source Paper
Instructions for Primary Source Analysis Papers
What is a primary source?  A primary source is an artifact that is contemporaneous of the period under analysis.  for example: if we are studying the Civil War, how do we know what occurred at that time?  What do we rely on to inform our understanding of this event? Primary sources are evidence of the past, and they usually consist of documents or other forms of "realia" (paintings, tools, clothing) that are from that period of time. Historians are essentially detectives, who use these pieces of evidence to inform and interpret the past.  In the case of the example of the Civil War, historians may consult war journals, newspapers, congressional records, or photographs (a newer innovation of the period).  
While primary sources are beneficial, they are also problematic.  Since they are produced by people, we must keep in mind that everyone has inherent bias. As such, one of the jobs of historians is to detect and filter out these biases.  For examples, in studying slavery, must slaves were illiterate and left little behind in way of the written word (with some exception).  Historians have to generally rely on second-hand testimony (e.g., slave-owners) to understand the experiences of slaves.  However, slave-owners, who were predominantly white, did not have the most flattering or informed opinion of their property. Therefore, we have to essentially "read between the lines" in trying to assess the perspectives of the slaves themselves.
With this assignment, it is your job to play historians.  You will read several documents and be asked to assess and interpret their content relative to the historical period under analysis.  In doing so, you must have a grasp of who the authors are, why they are writing their respective document, and who the intended audience is (the public? A significant other? A colleague?).  You will then use this knowledge to answer the question that is presented in the respective modular assignment.   

Video on How to write a Primary Source Paper 
https://youtu.be/8iFQP-Ny-jk

The criteria for the essay are as follows:
· One to two pages in length
· Single spaced
· One inch margins around 
· Make sure the title of your essay clearly refers to the specific question you're addressing.


Primary Source Analysis Paper #1

1/ European Encounters: Vasco de Gama, Bernard Diaz de Castillo, and Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa 
In reading the documents of de Gama, de Castillo, and de Espinosa, what is revealed concerning European attitudes and perceptions of the indigenous populations they encounter?  What do you think influenced their perceptions?  What do these documents tell us about the early motivations and lessons learned of these European explorers?
· Vasco da Gama, Account of Travels around African to India, 1497-1498[image: Preview the document] - pdf attached
· Bernal Díaz del Castillo, The True History of the Conquest of New Spain, 1567[image: Preview the document] - pdf attached
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Antonio Vazquez de Espinosa, Compendium and Description of the West Indies, c. 1620[image: Preview the document] - pdf attached
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